Singapore Raptors Report for November 2007

Summary:

It was a bumper month for raptors for November. We had a total of 9 migrating species (only 4 in October) numbering an impressive 240 raptors, more than 8 times the 29 raptors recorded in October. Mirroring the counts in Malaysia, Black Bazas came in tops with122 counted, accounting for 51% of the total.  The star was the Greater Spotted Eagle (a globally threatened species) reported by Mike C.K. Tan at Jalan Murai. His sighting was supported by a photo of the eagle in flight and perched. KC. Tsang reported a Chinese Sparrowhawk at Sungei Buloh Wetland Reserve (SBWR) with an excellent photo to show. A rare full adult Rufous-bellied Eagle was seen flying over Bukit Timah NR summit by Ding Li and Bingwen. Four sightings of the Peregrine Falcon were reported with an early record on the 3rd at Bukit Batok NP by Paul Castle. Horst Flotow counted 4 Black Kites at SBWR on 11th, a good record for this seasonal visitor. All the above were first records for this migration season. Ding Li and Bingwen were witnesses to the largest one day migration on record over Bukit Timah Hill - 5 species numbering 65-70 raptors made their way over the summit between 2 to 5 pm. In the south Mike Hooper was busy counting a flock of 30 Black Bazas migrating south over Marina East on 8th. The total count for the month at Marina East was an impressive 50 Black Bazas, the largest number for a single species counted this month at one location. 
The resident raptors did well too with 6 species recorded. Kim Chuah photographed a Crested Serpent Eagle (nationally threatened) perched at SBWR.  This could be a non-breeding visitor from across Johor. Kok Hui reported a nesting pair of Grey-headed Fish-eagles inside Seletar Camp, another nationally threatened and globally near-threatened species. It could not choose a better place to build their nest.
Species and numbers for different locations in Singapore

Table 1
	Migrating Raptors Species
	North
	South 
	East
	West 
	Central
	Total

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1.Crested Honey Buzzard
	5
	6
	15
	10
	22
	58

	2. Black Baza
	22
	52
	8
	9
	31
	122

	3. Japanese Sparrowhawk
	2
	8
	1
	3
	6
	20

	4. Black Kite
	7
	0
	0
	3
	0
	10

	5. Osprey
	4
	1
	0
	1
	0
	6

	6. Peregrine Falcon
	1
	1
	0
	2
	0
	4

	7. Chinese Sparrowhawk
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	8. Greater Spotted Eagle
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1

	9. Rufous-bellied Eagle
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1

	10. Unidentified accipiters
	0
	0
	0
	12
	5
	17

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total for Migrant Raptors
	42
	68
	24
	41
	65
	240


Table 2

	Resident Raptor Species
	North
	South 
	East 
	West
	Central
	Total

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Changeable Hawk-eagle
	2
	0
	0
	2
	1
	5

	Black-winged Kite
	1
	1
	2
	2
	0
	6

	White-bellied Fish-eagle
	4
	1
	0
	0
	2
	7

	Brahminy Kite
	3
	1
	0
	0
	3
	7

	Grey-headed Fish-eagle
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2

	Crested Serpent Eagle
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total for Resident Raptors
	13
	3
	2
	4
	6
	28


Table 1 above indicates that the best locations to count migrating raptors are in the South and Central areas of Singapore and not the north. Does that mean that they fly higher up coming in from Malaysia and descent to lower altitudes over Bukit Timah and the Marina South areas?
As for spotting our resident raptors, Table 2 indicates the best location is in the north and the worse is in the south. 
The figures from Table 1 & 2 do not tell the whole story as the numbers depend on the active records coming in from certain locations. Also the total numbers are just an indicative figure for this report only as there could be a possibility of double-counting the same bird in a small island like Singapore. But over time and with more records, we could get a picture of the migration pattern and where the hot spots are. Let’s continue with the records for December and see what the new data will show.

1. Crested (Oriental) Honey Buzzard 
3th
1 photographed by Wing Chong at Bukit Batok West in the morning

6th
10-12 circling over Bukit Timah Hill reported by Ding Li. 

6th
 Bingwen sent in a count of 20 flying over Bukit Timah Hill.

7th
1 over Bukit Timah Hill at 11 am – Alan and Alfred 
7th
5 flying over the Chinese Gardens reported by Ingo Waschkies.

8th
1 at Marina East and another flying over Meyer Road – Mike Hooper

11th
1 perched on Casuarinas at Old Seletar Golf Course at 1820 – Gim Cheong

11th
1 along Meyer Road harassed by Crows- Mike Hooper
15th
1 reported at SBWR by Sunny Yeo.
17th 
12 seen soaring high above Chek Jawa at Pulau Ubin by Kim Chuah and another 3 photographed flying around the tower. 
17th
1 reported at Marina East by Mike Hooper

17th     1 reported at Bukit Timah Hill by Kenneth Kee
18th
Another seen at Marina East by Mike Hooper.

20th
1 seen at Seletar Camp by Kok Hui
20th 
1 reported by Mike Hooper at Marina East

21st
Another seen at Marina East by Mike Hooper

22nd
1 reported by Kok Hui at Seletar Camp
24th 
1 reported by Ben Lee at SBWR
25th 
1 at Bukit Batok West by Wing Chong
25th 
3 circling over Jurong Lake at 1040 by Alan OwYong.

2. Black Baza.
6th
28 seen circling over Bukit Timah Hill by Ding Li and Bingwen at 3.40pm 
8th 
A flock of 30 was reported by Mike Hooper at Marina East. 
10th
2 was seen attacking smaller bird at SBWR- Alan OwYong
11th
5 seen at Springleaf Estate by Ben Lee.
11th
10 seen at Marina East (8 perched) by Mike Hooper.

16th    .5 perched low on Sea Hibiscus at Freshwater pond SBWR - Kim Chuah.

16th
2 seen outside Nature Niche Botanic Gardens – Sunny Yeo

17th
10 seen at Marina East where 6/7 flew south in a tight flock - Mike Hooper

17th     1 reported at Bukit Timah Hill by Kenneth Kee
18th
5 individuals perched at different trees at Tampines - Willie Foo.

18th
2 were seen hunting at Marina East by Mike Hooper.

19th
1 seen at Seletar Camp by Kok Hui. It was seen on the next 2 days. 
23rd
1 seen at Seletar vicinity – Mike Tan
25th
3 reported at the Japanese Gardens by Ian and Freda Rickwood, together with Doreen, Jane and Ah Huay while ticking the Grey Nightjar.

25th
6 reported by Wing Chong at his favorite haunt - Bukit Batok West.

27th
5 was seen and photographed flying over Serangoon River by KC Tsang
29th
1 seen near the junction of KJE and Woodlands road by Gim Cheong.

30th
3 hanging around the main bridge at Pasir Ris Mangroves in mid morning by Gim Cheong.
3. Japanese Sparrowhawk.
6th
4 seen at Bukit Timah NR summit by Ding Li
8th 
1 seen feeding on a lizard at Clementi Park by Ju Lin
10th
1 seen at SBWR by Ben Lee
11th
1 reported by Mike Hooper at Marina East

13th
1 seen in the city area on trees at the corner of Shenton Way and Maxwell Road by Mike Hooper.
14th
1 at Chinese Gardens by Gim Cheong

15th
1 seen at the SICC Island Club golf course by Sunny Yeo.

15th
1 at Marina East – Mike Hooper
17th
1 at Marina East (may be from the same flock) – Mike Hooper 

18th
1 in flight over Tampines by Willie Foo

19th
1 at Seletar Camp reported by Kok Hui

20th
Maybe the same bird seen again at Seletar Camp by Kok Hui
20th
1 at Marina East – Mike Hooper 

21st
Another at Marina East by Mike Hooper
22nd
1 outside window of Ju Lin’s apartment at Clementi Park

23rd
1 flying across Jln Boon Lay towards south mid-day – Alan OwYong
26th
1 female flew and land low at Choa Chu Kang Park – Felix Wong

4. Peregrine Falcon

3rd
Early record of an individual by Paul Castle at Bukit Batok NP

13th
1 at downtown CBD spotted by Paul Castle
17th 
1 perched on the transmission towers at Hume Heights – Paul Castle
21st
1 was seen harassing the Grey Herons and Brahminy Kite at Seletar


Camp – Kok Hui.

5. Osprey (also a non-breeding visitor)
7th
1 over Jurong Lake heading south reported by Ingo Waschkies
16th
1 perched at Platform 2 SBWR seen by Kim Chuah

17th     1 reported at Mandai Mudflat by Kenneth Kee
18th
1 reported by Mike Hooper at Marina East
23rd 
1 seen over Pulau Serangoon – Mike Tan
24th
 1 seen at the Kranji Nature Trail by Ben Lee

6. Black Kite

11th

4 was seen riding the thermals on the western side of SBWR by Horst Flotow. First record for the season.

19th
3 perched on trees at Seletar Air Base by Kok Hui.
30th
3 seen at Lim Chu Kang area - Mike Tan

7. Chinese Sparrowhawk

15th 
1 was seen perched at SBWR by KC Tsang and Johnny Wee. KC posted an excellent photo on WildbirdSingapore egroup. First and only record for the month.

8. Greater Spotted Eagle

28th
KC Tsang was kind enough to send me Mike Tan’s record and photos of this globally threatened raptor. Mike photographed this aquila eagle at Jalan Murai at the open training ground. Lor Halus and Changi Cove were the regular locations for this rare visitor in the past. 

Sungei Balang in Malaysia may be the best place to see this eagle (see Ingo’s stunning photo at WildbirdSingapore egroup)
9. Rufous-bellied Eagle
6th
A full adult made its fly pass over Bukit Timah NR summit as part of a spectacular migration witnessed and reported by Ding Li, Bingwen in the company of Ingo, Rob and Simon.
10. Unidentified Accipiters
6th
4 over Bukit Timah NR summit by Ding Li. 2 more by Bingwen
7th
12 at Chinese Gardens counted by Ingo.
7th
I over Bukit Timah NR summit by Alan and Alfred.

Resident Raptors

Changeable Hawk-eagle

6th 
1 at Bukit Timah NR summit reported by Ding Li and Bingwen

22nd 
A pale morph sighted inside the Seletar Camp by Kok Hui

27th
1 seen flying over Serangoon River by KC Tsang

29th
A white morph seen over Lim Chu Kang Cemetery – Mike Tan


On the same day, he reported another dark morph over at Neo Tiew.
Black-winged Kite

17th
1 reported by Ben Lee during the trip to Pulau Semekau
18th
2 flying over Tampines area – Willie Foo

22nd 
1 seen inside Seletar Camp by Kok Hui

28th
1 perched at army training ground Jln Murai - Mike Tan
29th
1 reported at Lim Chu Kang Cemetery – Mike Tan
White-bellied Sea-eagle

6th
1 heard from the Bukit Timah NR summit by Ding Li and Bingwen

10th
1 seen flying over SBWR tower – Alan OwYong
10th
1 seen at Bukit Batok NP by Ben Lee.
17th
1 reported by Ben Lee at Pulau Semakau 
17th     1 reported at Sungei Buloh by Kenneth Kee
22th
2 reported seen inside Seletar Camp – Kok Hui
Brahminy Kite

7th
2 flying overhead at Bukit Timah NR summit by Alan and Alfred
10th
1 seen by Ben Lee at Bukit Batok NP

17th
Another reported by Ben Lee at P. Semakau
22nd
1 seen at Seletar Camp- Kok Hui
24th
1 seen at Kranji Nature Trail by Ben Lee
27th
1 seen flying over Serangoon River by KC Tsang.

Grey-headed Fish-eagle

22nd
A pair was reported nesting inside Seletar Camp by Kok Hui

Crested Serpent Eagle

16th
1 was seen and photographed perched at Platform 2 by Kim Chuah.


Maybe the second record for SBWR.

Compiled by Alan OwYong from records by Members of Bird Group, Nature Society (Singapore) and WildbirdSingapore egroup. 
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